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General Updates 

Congratulations to all the USDA Farm to School Grant Award Recipients 
On November 19, USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack announced 71 grant projects, spanning 42 
states and the District of Columbia to connect school cafeterias with local agricultural 
producers. Special congratulations to the three Wisconsin projects which were awarded 
grants:  the Bayfield Regional Food Producers Cooperative, REAP Food Group, and 
re:TH!NK Winnebago County.  See the full press here. You can access a full list of fiscal 
year (FY) 2014 USDA Farm to School Grant recipients here. 

AmeriCorps Farm to School Adds New Site 
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DATCP has announced the addition of a 14th AmeriCorps Farm to School host site for the 
2013-2014 school year. CESA Purchasing, Whitewater, began hosting a Farm to School 
member on November 1. 

USDA Announces Projects Using Local Food to Address Hunger and Increase Access to 
Healthy Food 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture's Community Food Project (CFP) awards. These awards support organizations 
using local food to develop community-based solutions to address food insecurity and 
increase access to healthy food in low income communities. 
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Webinars, Conferences and Events 

Next EdWeb Webinar:  Tools to Create Social Change Through Youth Farming and 
Gardening 
Tuesday, January 7, 2014 – 4pm / Eastern Time 

The 8th Annual Wisconsin Local Food Summit 
January 31st and February 1st, 2014, at MATC-Downtown in Milwaukee. 
Early bird registration rates are available until December 20, 2013.  Don’t procrastinate – 
register today! 

WI Local Food Business Seminars: Understanding the Legalities of Your Business 
UW-Cooperative Extension and the Department of Ag, Trade, and Consumer Protection 
have partnered to bring WI Local Food Business Seminars to four locations around the 
state. Registration for the December seminar, Understanding the Legalities of Your 
Business, is now open! Rachel Armstrong of Farm Commons and Courtney Berner from 
the UW Center for Cooperatives will cover the legal issues involved with starting and 
running your own food or farm business in an interactive setting. Topics will range from the 
pros and cons of different business types to insurance needs and employment law. 

Rachel also has offered a travel incentive for the December workshop if you are interested 
in participating in a focus group following the workshop. For more information and details, 
please contact Rachel directly at Rachel@FarmCommons.org. 

Save the Date:  Health Food for All Summit: Enhancing Health & Equitable Access in 
Wisconsin 
Mark your calendars for UW-Extension’s Healthy Food for All Summit on Thursday, March 
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27th in Neenah, Wisconsin. 

2014 National Food Hub Conference: Building Capacity for Healthy Regional Food 
Systems 
RFP, sponsorship and registration information available for the Food Hub Collaboration’s 
conference, March 26-28, 2014 in Raleigh, NC. NFSN is a member of the Food Hub 
Collaboration.  

 

 

Farm to School Funding Opportunities 

Lowe's Charitable and Education Foundation Announces 2014 Toolbox for Education Grant 
Program will award grants up to $5,000 in support of facility improvement projects that have 
a permanent impact on a K-12 school community.  Deadline: February 14, 2014 

2014 Youth Garden Grant provides grants to schools, non-profits, and youth programs 
across the United States.  Deadline: December 6, 2013 

Let’s Move Salad Bars to MIDWEST Schools Campaign 
A special campaign led by the United Fresh Foundation is seeking to increase children’s 
fruit and vegetable consumption by donating salad bars specifically to schools in the 
Midwest states, including Wisconsin!  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact DATCP's Sarah Elliott at 608-224-5046 or sarah.elliott@wisconsin.gov. 
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